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CHAPTER 1 
Dawan wakes up at dawn to a cool calm silence of an after-rain morning. Nature is waking up 

with the croaking of bullfrogs, whispering of leaves, cries of sparrows and crowing of a rooster. 

She rolls up her own piece of matting and crawls out of the mosquito netting. Then, she and 

Kwai tiptoe to the wooden platform outside and scamper down the ladder to the squishy cool 

ground to greet the fresh, cool and young morning. They weave their way between tall leafy 

trees in the undergrowth until they come to an old wooden bridge over the river. Sitting 

together in silence and easy companionship, they watch the rising rise. It signifies the 

beginning of a special day for both of them. Dawan raised her voice in happy singing about the 

misty morning. Kwai throws pebbles into the water and they both smile happily into the 

flowing river. The day breaks and the sky is tinted gold and the villagers are awake. Kwai and 

Dawan talk about the results of the examination and the scholarship which entitles the holder 

to free education in the City school. Kwai shows excitement and rattles off about the things he 

will do and places he will visit in the City. Dawan teases him about not having time for studies 

and reminds him of the hopes their teacher has of him. With further education, Kwai plans to 

improve life in their village, teach Father to raise new crops and use better fertilisers or even 

build a hospital and advise the villagers how not to get cheated by the tax collectors. Kwai is 

sure Dawan may win the scholarship as she has always been a good worker. However, Dawan 

is sure she does not stand a chance as she is a girl. 

CHAPTER 2  

Teacher smiles at the students who wait for his signal to sit down. He nods briefly and the 
students sit down and get ready for the lesson to start. There is an air of quiet expectancy 
when Teacher refers to the unusual things found underneath their houses that morning. 
Whispers of bags of rice ran among the students and a student muttered reluctantly that the 
rice is rent for the landlord. This starts off the discussion on the issue of paying rent for the 
use of the landowner's land. Da wan raises the question of why the landlord owns the land 
rather than the farmer although they have spent a lot of time farming it. The three reasons of 
labour, need and inheritance are listed as reasons for the landlord's ownership of the land. 
They are discussed and dismissed as inadequate reasons. They suggested a system of 
collective farming to help the farmers. The headmaster comes down the corridor to observe 
the lesson. Teacher very quickly changed the lesson to a Geography Wesson. The students 
followed his cue and no one gave the slightest notice <of the headmaster 's presence. When 
the headmaster leaves, Teacher explains the implications of winning the scholarship. It 
involves bearing respontsibilities and the scholarship holder should master what is useful and 
return to help the village. He should understand the injustices in the present system and 
change it to a fairer system. Then, he announces the wiimnuir of the scholarship to be Dawan. 
 
CHAPTER 3 
After school, Dawan is surrounded and bombarded with questions by a group of her 
classmates. She looks round desperately for Kwai to help her. But, Kwai is standing alone at 
the doorway looking on, lonely and lost. When he stalks away, Dawan runs after him but is 
not able to catch up with him as she is surrounded by some monks in the schoolyard. When 
she reaches home, everything looks and sounds familiar - Father is repairing the chicken coop 
while Grandmother is feeding the chickens. Mother says that Kwai has just returned home a 
few minutes ago and left almost immediately. Dawan gazes towards the fields and sighs on 
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hearing this. Grandmother is puzzled by Dawan's behaviour and Father wants to know the 
reason too. Dawan shifts around nervously and tries to speak but the fear in her heart 
chained down her words. Dawan looks at Mother and the baby, quiet Grandmother and stern 
Father Finally, she summons her courage and finding strength in the gaze of a little frog, she 
tells the family she is the winner of the scholarship. Father looks incredulous when told there 
is only one prize and that Kwai is not placed. He accuses Dawan of taking Kwai's chance away 
and then strides away angrily. Mother is quiet but Grandmother feels proud of her. Dawan 
cannot understand her mother's stand. Grandmother wants to take Dawan to see cousin Noi 
to get the latter to help talk to Father. Eventually, it is Mother who goes with Dawan to 
Cousin Noi's house.  

 CHAPTER 4 
Dawan enjoys the coconut milk offered by Ghan, Cousin Noi's husband. While the adults talk 
among themselves, Dawan is fascinated with the colourful postcards and calendar pictures of 
city scenes, glistening temples and bustling city streets that are plastered on the walls. She 
pictures herself walking through the places in the pictures. Dawan realises that Cousin Noi has 
matured since her return from the city. Noi feels that the City is not good or healthy for a 
young girl even if she is going there for studies as she will only become bitter and angry. Noi 
explains that she and her husband had gone to the city to work with the hope of earning 
more money. They are in debt to an army officer who has helped Ghan from being 
conscripted into the army. 
All this while, they have heard stories about how perfect the City is. Now, Noi speaks 
out clearly about life in the City that is what they actually experienced. It was dismal 
for them as they had to work extra hard and yet are paid less than what they deserve. 
Just as in the village, there is economic injustice of the lower class. There is also 
exploitation of child labour and the presence of European soldiers makes the City 
unhealthy. Ghan agrees with Noi that there is a semblance of equality and peace in 
the village where everything is familiar, like the klongs, temples, monks, students and 
teachers. Dawan feels uneasy about City life but only momentarily. She tells Ghan she 
wants to go to the City to acquire knowledge to change the system to a better one. In 
a soft but firm voice, she says she wants to see the City for herself.  
 
CHAPTER 5  
Mother and Dawan leave for home as the sun is setting and along the way, they 
realise Kwai is behind them herding a buffalo home. While Mother hurries home, 
Dawan waits for Kwai. Kwai queries angrily about their going to Noi and Ghan's house 
and whether they intend to come over and support Dawan. He is taken aback when 
Noi's comments about life in the City. This makes it harder for Dawan to get Father's 
permission. Kwai double checks that Dawan still wants to go to the City. Exasperated, 
Dawan presses Kwai for his motive behind his query and after an interminable 
silence, Kwai picks a leaf and tears it into two. It symbolises he has a fifty-fifty chance 
of going to the City as he is second after Dawan. Dawan replies firmly that she 
refuses to give up her one chance and intends to go to the City. If she does not  take 
advantage of the scholarship, she will not be able to get any more schooling while 
Kwai still has many more chances. They argue about the  concept and the 
responsibility that comes with the scholarship. While Dawan emphasises that she will 
be able to bring about changes to the village, Kwai insists that as a girl, Dawan will 
not be able to fulfil her ideals. For a moment, they relax and exchange smiles  melting 
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away their hostility when they wish they could go together. Kwai keeps Dawan 
guessing about whether he will inform Father about h is result. 

CHAPTER 6  

Dinner that night is tense and Dawan is on tender hooks. The two younger siblings are quiet 
unlike their usual boisterous self. Mother brings up the subject of Dawan's schooling but is 
silenced by Father. He does the same thing to Dawan's attempt, emphasising they should let 
him be. Egoistic and conservative, Father is not used to being challenged for his action 
questions on Dawan's need for further schooling. Kwai's question as to whether he will be 
permitted to go if he has won the scholarship gets a positive response. Father dreams and 
feels that Kwai is a better investment since he is more likely to return and help him and the 
family. Kwai deliberately ignores Dawan's silent pleading.Kwai leaves the house and wanders 
off on his own. Dawan reflects on her situation and wonders if she may be wrong in trying to 
assert herself as it stands in Kwai's way. Father may be right in withholding his permission as 
Kwai seems to be in a better position to help Father, the village and change the injustices in 
the village and country. Further education will definitely be of greater benefit to him. But, a 
silent voice seems to be telling her to fight i for her rights. She feels that her will and 
determination count for nothing without outside help to convince Father. She decides to meet 
with the Head Monk to ask for his help to meet and persuade Father, face to face. 
 
CHAPTER 7  
 
The marketplace is busy and crowded with peddlers selling flowers, food stuff and 
household equipment. People of all ages and types mingled around shopping, eating 
or just bargaining for better prices and among them are monks with a bronze alms 
bowl. Dawan is not able to get a lotus with her ten pennies from a flower stall. A 
young girl, selling lotus flowers and sparrows, offers Dawan a lotus bud for ten 
pennies and then in a burst of friendliness, for free. They exchange tidbits about 
themselves. Bao is a peddler as she does not like to do housework and she gets the 
flowers from the river where she swims every morning. Dawan shares with Bao her 
reasons for wanting to take the lotus to the temple and visiting the chief monk. She 
talks about her attending school and realises that Bao's brother, Vichai is in the same 
class as her. Bao understands Dawan's need to go to the temple concerning the 
scholarship. She is impressed with Dawan and encourages her not to give up fighting 
for her rights to attain further education. They compare their brothers' attitude and 
characteristics and conclude that all brothers are selfish and will end up fighting to 
get what they want. Bao is doubtful that the chief monk will take sides with Dawan 
and help persuade her father. She offers Dawan the chance to set free a sparrow to 
gain more merits to increase her chances of getting help from the monk. However, 
Dawan refuses the offer as she cannot afford and does not want to take advantage of 
her new friend. 
 
CHAPTER 8  
Dawan steps into the quiet of the temple or wat with the lotus bud. She leaves her shoes 
outside the doorway, dusts the loose dirt off her feet, straightens her blouse and sarong and 
enters the temple. Two rows of monks and a few villagers are chanting the Buddhist 
scriptures. Dawan does the necessary acts and places the lotus in a big urn at the altar. She 
waits for the head abbot to finish reading the scriptures and the monks have left before she 
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approaches him. She waits for him in the courtyard. Dawan feels relaxed in the open 
courtyard as she looks at the flocks of doves pecking at the crumbs scattered to them 
by the monks. She whistled loudly and spiritedly until she realises she is alone in the 
courtyard. She stops whistling and sighs softly. The head monk smiles and murmurs 
as to why she changes her moods so easily. When Dawan mentions that birds are 
meant to be free to fly far and wide, the head monk asks where she wants to fly to. 
She blurts out that it is the City school and explains her situation. He indicates that 
he has heard everything about the scholarship from the teacher and as the cage door 
for Dawan is open, she is free to fly away. Instead of comforting Dawan, the monk 
explains some Buddhist precepts to her and informs her that he cannot  help her with 
her father. Dawan is disappointed and leaves the temple with a heavy heart and eyes 
squinting from bitterness. 
 
CHAPTER 9  
Dawan is weighed down by a sense of hopelessness as she walks back to the marketplace. She 
wonders if she should just graciously give in to Kwai. Bao, on seeing how devastated Dawan 
looks, tries to console her and offers her a shoulder to cry on. To boost Dawan's morale, she 
advises her to think positively and to push forward and struggle and not to lose to her brother. 
Then, she urges Dawan to open a sparrow's cage and learn a lesson from what unfolds. When 
the cage door opens, the bird hesitates, then when it realises it is free, flies out and away. 
Dawan understands the lesson and is told her cage door may not be open for long. Suddenly, 
Bao urgently tells Dawan to hide as her brother, Vichai approaches the stall. Vichai checks the 
day's collection and is not happy. He hits Bao who retaliates by releasing the birds. Kwai 
appears to protect Bao from being hit further. Bao is devastated when one of the birds dies 
and Dawan consoles her. Bao accuses Kwai of being as big a bully to Dawai, as her brother. 
Kwai does not understand the accusation and wants to  have it out with Bao. A scuffle 
starts and it results in Dawan getting a hurt ankle. Dawan launches a  verbal attack on 
Kwai saying he is an opportunist with  double standards, a liar and a bully for trying to 
take away her rights to the scholarship. Cousin Noi dresses up Dawan's ankle and 
then they leave before the storm breaks. Dawan limps off in the rain with an 
umbrella. 
 
CHAPTER 10  
Dawan walks slowly on her hurt ankle, grateful for the  solitude. She dreads going 
home as she imagines the sharp questioning from her parents and confrontation with 
Kwai She heads for the river to get some quiet calmness but finds it is restless, 
swollen with rain and sweeping over the banks. Kwai is on the old bridge and Dawan 
hides to avoid facing him. Common sense takes over as she realises they need to  heal 
the rift and narrow the gap caused by the announcement of the scholarship results. 
Kwai is consumed with thoughts of Dawan accusing him of being a bully and doing 
one thing while saying another. He understands his ideals may have been  sacrificed 
when he entertained thoughts of taking over the scholarship. Then, Dawan leaves the 
umbrella for Kwai while she hobbles down the path towards home in the rain. Kwai 
races after her with the umbrella when he sees Dawan limping down the narrow path. 
Seeing her suffering physically - wet, cold and tired - due to her being hurt by him 
physically and mentally, he makes up his mind to pull his own rope and go the 
direction his heart tells him to. Then, he runs down to join her to share the umbrella 
with her. 
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CHAPTER 11  
Kwai catches up with Dawan who asks him warily whether he has worked out his 
thoughts. He merely grins and offering her the umbrella, states that he is not likely to 
make the offer again. Dawan understands him and breaks out into a broad grin and 
together they huddle under the umbrella. At the junction to their home, they come 
across Father leading a buffalo home. He shouts and demands to know why they have 
not told him of the exam results. He is now aware that Kwai has second placing and is 
in the running for the scholarship. The buffalo runs off and Father chases after it. 
Kwai assures Dawan despite Father's threats that he will not challenge her  
The rain has subsided by the time the two siblings reach home and are warned that 
Father is in a fierce and foul mood. Grandmother tells Dawan to be strong and brave. 
Father states in no uncertain terms his stand on the scholarship now that he is aware 
of the results. He wants Kwai to take over from Dawan and even if Kwai refuses, 
Father has the power to make him do it. He feels that Dawan as a gir l, will not gain 
much from the scholarship and no fancy education will make her capable of doing 
anything worthwhile. Kwai states adamantly that he does not want to rob Dawan of 
the opportunity. Dawan states her stand and appeals that Father be fair and ki nd to 
her. She stresses that she wants to learn about the world and Father should open the 
way for her. Father finally agrees although he cannot fathom the whole situation. 
Kwai still feels hurt although he puts on a brave front about it.  
 
CHAPTER 12  
Dawan wakes up early to the sounds of nature that she has grown up with and loved. 
This is her last morning at home and she senses a lingering sadness in the cool dawn 
air. She looks for Kwai who has not been his usual friendly self and has avoided her 
for the past few days. On this dawn, a dawn to be treasured, she wants to share it 
with Kwai. She finds him at the old wooden bridge. He looks forlorn and seems 
completely absorbed in his own thoughts. Dawan feels a sharp pain and pity shoot 
through her and she wants to comfort him. She joins him on the bridge and they talk 
about her going to the City, their feelings and the fact that what they have shared so 
far will be lost with time. Nothing will be the same anymore.  Dawan, sad and 
confused feels tears welling up and she appeals for Kwai's understanding and love 
now that she has been given a chance to fulfil their ideals. The companionship they 
have shared on the bridge, watching the sunrise and sunset might be lost. Dawan asks 
Kwai to watch the dawn for her and to sing her song of the misty dawn.  
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CHAPTER 13  
 
When Dawan reaches home to prepare for her journey to the city, she sees some people 
including her teacher, Bao and Cousin Noi waiting to bid her farewell. Mother notices her and 
the villagers swarm round to fuss over her. Dawan goes into the house and smiles gratefully 
at Grandmother who assures her not to be afraid. She sits in front of Grandmother to do her 
leave-taking, the most painful part of her morning. Sensing her fears, Grandmother reminds 
her to take this first step bravely. Dawan feeling lost, stares at Grandmother blankly and 
breaks down sobbing uncontrollably. Her childhood memories seem to be slipping away. 
Grandmother gives her a lotus in a jar telling her the lotus is like her and will unfo ld 
petal by petal just as Dawan will too in the days to come. She leaves Grandmother 
and gets into the bus, all the while looking for Kwai as she feels a void. She feels a 
throbbing disappointment. As the bus nears the river, Dawan looks out for the old 
bridge and is pleasantly surprised to see Kwai waving from the bridge and singing her 
song. Dawan sings too and notices her lotus unfolding its petals. They are singing to 
the new dawn.  
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Sample questions and answers 
 
Question 1  

Using the detail from the novel you have studied, describe how one of the characters shows 

sense of integrity and character.  

 

The story, Sing to the Dawn tells of a young Thai girl called Dawan who lives in the village with 

her family. A typical Thai village girl, she has her early schooling in the village school in spite of 

gender discrimination practised by the villagers. She wins a scholarship which will help her 

pursue her studies in a City school, Dawan has hopes of using her education to improve the 

situation in the village. Her brother, Kwai who has the same dreams as Dawan, comes in 

second and while he has the support of their father, Dawan does not. 

The character who I feel shows a strong sense of character is Kwai. This is clearly portrayed in 

his interaction with the other characters. Dawan, although a year older than Kwai, is not 

allowed to attend school due to gender discrimination. Kwai speaks up for her and persuades 

their parents until they relent and allow Dawan to attend school. Unfortunately, this 

jeopardises Kwai's chance of getting further education in the City later on. Both are in a silent 

competition for the scholarship and both have plans on how to use their further education to 

improve life for the villagers. When Dawan wins the scholarship, Kwai, as expected, is 

disappointed but he does not tell Dawan off for taking away his opportunity. He feels she has 

won it fair and square even when their father shows anger and disappointment. This is a good 

example of his sporting spirit and strength of character. 

Coming in second for the scholarship and with his father's support, it would have been easy 

for Kwai to disappoint Dawan. But, he not only does not inform their father, he convinces him 

to allow Dawan to go to the City school. This integrity of character helps convince their father 

that the children are serious with regards their situation - Dawan is keen on the scholarship 

and would do well while Kwai is willing to let go of his opportunity because of sibling love. 

At the marketplace, Bao tells Kwai off about being a hypocrite - bullying Dawan because of the 

scholarship. This gets Kwai into reflecting on himself. He regrets his rashness in hurting Dawan. 

When Dawan gives him the umbrella and walks home on a hurt ankle in the rain, he realises 

he is right in not taking away the scholarship from Dawan. Understanding that their 

relationship will change in the future, he waves farewell to Dawan from the old bridge. With 

his arms in a gesture of embrace, he sings her song. He shows strength of character from the 

beginning to the end. 
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Question 2  

Using the details from the novel you have studied, write about a theme in the story. Use 

textual evidence from the text to support your answers.  

 

The story, Sing to the Dawn tells of a young Thai girl called Dawan who lives in the village with 

her family. A typical Thai village girl, she has her early schooling in the village school in spite of 

gender discrimination practised by the villagers. She wins a scholarship which will help her 

pursue her studies in a City school but she has to overcome the obstacles of getting her 

father's permission who is traditional in his thinking. He favours further education for boys 

rather than girls. 

One of the themes portrayed in the story is ideals versus reality. The rural community faces 

problems of economic poverty, exploitation by the landowners and gender inequality. Getting 

an education to further their studies in the City is one of the best ways to put into reality their 

ideals to improve the economic and social situation in the village. 

Dawan understands the unfair exploitation of the villagers by the landlords especially when 

she sees the sacks of rice prepared by the farmers for the landlords. She queries the right of 

the landlords to the sacks of rice. She wants to know the reason the landlords own the land 

that has been worked by the villagers for generations. She feels the land should be owned by 

the farmers and not the landlords. As she says all that, now they know the bits and pieces of 

unfairness that they have experienced. It is hard to change things, even the smallest thing, 

without changing the overall pattern of things. She wants to study how the system works and 

then she will be able to help find a better one. 

Kwai also has plans to improve life in the village. He hopes to study and return to teach Father 

to raise new crops and use better fertilizers. He even has plans to set up a hospital to provide 

better healthcare for the villagers. He will advise the villagers on how not to be cheated by the 

tax collectors. To protect the villagers against the tax collectors, he suggests a collective 

system whereby the farmers can put all their buffaloes and tools in the village centre, near the 

storage bins. That way, everybody could take turns to use all the farm equipment meaning 

that the animals and tools will be put to more use. He understands the responsibility that goes 

with the student who wins the scholarship. He should learn what is useful for the people and 

come back to help the village. Another ideal Dawan wants to turn to reality is gender 

discrimination. Her father, like most of the male villagers, feel that females have no right to 

education or to go out to the outside world. Dawan tells her father she wants to learn, see and 

do the many things offered by the wide world out there. Just as her father can share in his 

son's dreams, she wants him to share in hers too. She refuses to  be caged in.. Thus Dawan 

and Kwai hope their ideals could be turned to reality if they could acquire further education in 

the city. 
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Question 3 

Using the details from the novel you have studied, write about social issue faced by the 

characters and discuss how the issue is solved.  

 

The story, Sing to the Dawn tells of a young Thai girl called Dawan who lives in the village with 

her family. A typical Thai village girl, she has her early schooling in the village school in spite of 

gender discrimination practised by the villagers. She wins a scholarship which will help her 

pursue her studies in a City school but she has to overcome the obstacles of getting her 

father's permission who is traditional in his thinking. He favours further education for boys 

rather than girts. 

The social issue portrayed in the story is that of gender inequality. Males and females do not 

have equal rights. Males are considered to be of a higher status than females, so they should 

be given priority socially and economically. This practice of gender inequality in the rural 

communities in Thailand is clearly seen in Dawan's village too. Girls should stay at home and 

do housework instead of going to school. Although Dawan is a year older than her brother, 

their parents consider it foolish and wasteful to send girls to school. She starts school only on 

the insistence of her brother. Bao, the flower stall girl is a typical example of gender inequality 

as she is not sent to school at all. 

Winning the scholarship is Dawan's chance to solve the social problem of gender inequality. 

But, as Dawan puts it, 'I'm a girl' and others saying 'You're a girl' means that girls have no 

chance or are not encouraged to be in the forefront. This brings out clearly the social issue of 

sexism. When Dawan wins the scholarship to study further in the City, Father is disappointed 

that Kwai is not the winner. He refuses to entertain the idea of Dawan studying in the city. 

Kwai, in spite of his broad ideas, is jealous of Dawan. Cousin Noi paints a bleak future for girls 

going to the city. The head monk, inspite of his sensitivity, tries to impress on Dawan albeit 

gently, the same impression. 

Eventually, Dawan overcomes Father's objection only because Kwai is adamant that he does 

not want to rob his sister of her chances and rights. Dawan herself has to stand up for her 

rights to solve her situation. 

While Dawan's problem is solved through strong family ties, Bao, the flower stall girl is not so 

fortunate. She suffers mental and physical abuse, another aspect of gender inequality. She 

does not attend school as her parents only allow Vichai, thrseson to attend school. Vichai has 

no hesitoh'HLaiut physioically abusing Bao. He gives her stinging slaps in the open  and 

nobody in the marketplace attempts to help. Kwai defends her but when Bao accuses him of 

bullying Dawan, he tries to attack her physically too. Bao can only retaliate physically by 

freeing the sparrows to settle her situation of gender inequality. 

Gender inequality is a big social issue and the characters have to settle their own issues in 

their own way to show their rights and beliefs. 
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Question 4  

We are the architect of our own lives 

With close reference to the text, how far is this true of the novel you have studied ? 

 

The story Sing to the Dawn tells of a young Thai girl called Dawan who lives in the village with 

her family. A typical Thai village girl, she has her early schooling in the village school in spite of 

gender discrimination practised by the villagers. She wins a scholarship which will help her 

pursue her studies in a City school but she has to overcome the obstacles of getting her 

father's permission who is traditional in his thinking. He favours further education for boys 

rather than girls. 

Based on the statement, it means that our life and future depend on our actions and 

decisions. They shape, mould and determine our future. As the architect of our future, we 

should fight for what we believe in and if certain positive situations arise, we should take steps 

to do the necessary. Take action to take the future one step forward. 

Dawan knows that she needs to have the necessary education in order to realise her dream of 

improving the economic situation and eradicating is exploitation of the poor by the rich. So, 

when she wins the scholarship which is her the stepping stone, she is determined not to lose 

the opportunity. She has to be sure that Kwai is comfortable with her going to the City school 

and that Father understands and supports her fully. She does not want anything or anyone to 

jeopardise her opportunity. So, she makes sure Kwai feels good and supports her going to the 

City school. She manages to convince Father to give his permission to allow her to further her 

studies. As the architect of her future. Dawan works towards her goal and succeeds. 

Bao also shapes her own future and ends up as the flower stall girl. She is not educated and is 

unwilling to help in the house with the baby, the cooking and washing. So, she would sneak 

out and explore the marketplace. She does not like to do any housework. So, her parents want 

her to help outside the house and she ends up managing a flower stall for the family. 

Indirectly, Bao is the architect of her own future. 

So, we are the architect of our future. How our future turns out is in our hands. 
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Question 5  

Using the details from the novel you have studied, do you think the title used is appropriate 

for the novel? Give reasons for your answer.  

 

The story, Sing to the Dawn tells of a young Thai girl called Dawan who lives in the village with 

her family. A typical Thai village girl, she has her early schooling in the village school in spite of 

gender discrimination practised by the villagers. She wins a scholarship which will help her 

pursue her studies in a City school but she has to overcome the obstacles of getting her 

father's permission who is traditional in his thinking. He favours further education for boys 

rather than girls. 

The title Sing to the Dawn is suitable for the story. Dawan is about to take the first step 

towards a new life or a new dawn. She faces obstacles, feelings of animosity from her brother, 

Kwai and lack of support from her father when she wins a scholarship for further schooling in 

the city. As the story develops, we see Dawan's efforts to overcome these obstacles. When 

she succeeds, she goes on her way to sing to the new dawn. 

Dawan and her brother, Kwai get up early at the break of dawn to watch the sunrise from the 

old wooden bridge. This is the time they exchange ideas and plans for the future. Sometimes, 

they sit in companionable silence to watch the sunrise and sunset. Both can feel the joys of 

greeting the new day and the fears of the coming days when Dawan leaves for the city. The 

old wooden bridge is where they literally and metaphorically sing to the dawn. 

The title is suitable for the story as Dawan hopes to get further education in the city. It is this 

schooling that will help her launch her plans to improve conditions in the village. Hopefully, if 

this comes true, it is a new dawn for the village. Dawan's going for further studies marks a 

beginning of the end of gender inequality as she is the first female from the village to have 

further schooling. It is the beginning of a new dawn for the girls in the village. 

Both Dawan and Kwai realise that with her going to the city, nothing will be the same after 

that. So, the morning of her leaving is a new dawn and she asks Kwai to sing her song for her 

whenever he can. 

So, the characters are singing to a new dawn in many ways. 
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Question 6  

From the novel you have studied suggest one character in the novel who you think is a good 

role model for teenagers and give reasons for your choice.  

 

The story, Sing to the Dawn tells of Dawan, a Thai village girl who has her early schooling in 

the village school in spite of gender discrimination practised by the villagers. She wins a 

scholarship which will help her pursue her studies in a City school, Dawan has hopes of using 

her education to improve the situation in the village. But she has obstacles to overcome 

before she can realise her dreams. 

The character who I think is a good role model for teenagers is Dawan. She has good ties with 

her brother, Kwai and they often get up early and go to the old wooden bridge where they sit 

in companionable silence to enjoy the dawn or to exchange ideas and plans for their future. 

This is something that all siblings should have - close ties and be able to share their thoughts 

and dreams. 

Dawan wins a scholarship which gives her an opportunity to further studies in the city. She is 

determined not to lose this opportunity. However, she faces obstacles before she can take the 

next step towards achieving her dreams. Her brother, Kwai who has the same dreams as 

Dawan, comes in second and while he has the support of their father, Dawan does not. 

Dawan, full of determination, works to get support from Kwai and encouragement from 

Father. She even tries to get outside help to talk to and convince Father. But, her efforts are 

futile and she realises she has to depend on her own self. She convinces her brother of her 

determination that she will not let go of the opportunity. Then, she talks to her father to make 

him understand her inner dreams. Eventually, she gets his support and encouragement. 

On the morning before she leaves for the city, Dawan has a heart to heart talk with Kwai. She 

understands his feelings and voices her realisation that things will not be the same for them 

after this. She consoles him that she will not forget the relationship they have and that he 

should not, too. He agrees to sing her song now and then. This is one role model that every 

teenager should emulate - maintain and strengthen ties with siblings whatever the 

circumstances. 

When Dawan takes leave from her grandmother, she does it respectfully in the traditional way 

as expected of all young people. She does this to show that tradition dies hard. Even though 

she is broadminded about her education, the tradition that her grandmother values is 

important to her too. 

In many ways, Dawan is a typical teenager who wants to move forward frorr her life in the 

village to life in the city. But, she makes sure her actions, thoughts and plans have the support 

of her family. She does not act rashly or selfishly. She is a good role model for teenagers. 
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Question 7 

Using the details from the novel you have studied, discuss what you like about the story and 

why you would recommend the story to your friends.  

The story, Sing to the Dawn tells of Dawan, a Thai village girl who has her early schooling in 

the village school in spite of gender discrimination practised by the villagers. She wins a 

scholarship which will help her pursue her studies in a City school, Dawan has hopes of using 

her education to improve the situation in the village. But she has obstacles to overcome 

before she can realise her dreams. 

I like the story for the aspects it portrays of life I* the village, the village school and how 

Dawan prepares to face obstacles when going to the city and overcomes them. 

One interesting aspect is love for nature. Dawan and Kwai often get up early to watch the 

sunrise and the sunglow as it sweeps over the awakening world. This love for nature is 

illustrated also by Bao who is devastated by the death of one of her sparrows. The lotus and 

sparrows are used to illustrate that nature should be free and not be spoilt by man. 

The story portrays a few themes like family ties and kinship. Dawan and her family have strong 

ties in a simple and rough way. Father is against Dawan going to the city school as he is more 

in favour of Kwai having more schooling than Dawan. However, this does not weaken the 

strong ties and love they have for each other. Dawan goes through the process of having to 

persuade Father and Kwai. Eventually she succeeds in making Father understand her situation. 

Support from her grandmother and her leave taking from her, adds an interesting description 

to the story. 

The moral values taught by the story makes it an interesting story. The moral value of strong 

family ties and support is potrayed very well. We also learn to appreciate the importance of 

traditions in one's family and lifestyle. Respect for the elders despite the differences in 

opinions is shown by Dawan. Sibling support and love makes Kwai encourage Dawan to 

understand that opportunity knocks but once. So she should grab the chance. Bao tells her not 

to forsake her dreams even for her brother. 

Yes, I would recommend this story to my friends as I know they will enjoy the story for the 

same reasons I do. We should be positive and must not let unpleasant situations deter us as 

we look forward to a bright future. 
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Question 8  

Using the details from the novel you have studied, describe the moral value you have learned 

from the novel  

 

The story, Sing to the Dawn tells of Dawan, a Thai village girl who has her early schooling in the 

village school in spite of gender discrimination practised by the villagers. She wins a 

scholarship which will help her pursue her studies in a City school, Dawan has hopes of using 

her education to improve the situation in the village. But she has obstacles to overcome 

before she can realise her dreams. 

One of the moral values I have learned from this novel is strong family ties and support. 

Every society should have families with strong and close family ties. Such ties should extend 

into encouragement and support for family members who want to better themselves. Dawan 

comes from a simple f.imily, who like all the other villagers work on the land for their everyday 

needs. Father, like all other villagers, believes in gender discrimination. For them, males have 

priority in everything including education. When Daw.»n wins a Scholarship to go for further 

schooling in the city, Esther is not happy about it. In his eyes, Kwai is a more sizable candidate 

than his sister. Mother supports Dawan but silently as she is subservient to Father. 

Grandmother openly supports Dawan while Kwai shows some feeling of animosity. Kwai may 

support Dawan's plans and ideal but he has hopes of furthering his education in the city, too. 

However, eventually everyone in the family including Father, gives their blessing and support 

to Dawan. So she leaves for the city with love, support and encouragement from the whole 

family. 

Another family that shows support and love is Noi and her husband. To better their financial 

circumstances and to escape from being drafted into the army, Noi and Ghan move to the city 

to seek a better life. Whatever they decide to undertake, they do it together. They return to 

the village when they find city life not as rosy as they had hoped it to be. They are prepared to 

face the future together irrespective of what the future has in store for them. 

However, Bao and her family does not show strong family ties and support. Bao does not 

attend school while her brother, Vichai does. Bao has to work in the marketplace, selling lotus 

buds and sparrows. A nature lover and being kind-hearted, she does not relish seeing the 

sparrows caged up. So sometimes she lets her customers release the birds free -of-charge. 

Vichai is not happy about this and attacks her physically when the money collected does not 

tally with the remaining number of birds. 

The moral value I have learned is family ties. The family should be strong and supportive of 

family members who want to advance themselves. 
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Question 9  

 

There is a saying “ No pain, no gain”. 

How is this saying is portrayed in the novel that you have read ?  

With the close reference to the text, give reasons and examples to support your answer.  

 

The saying ‘No pain, no gain' is very suitable to describe Dawan's journey in getting her 

father's permission to go to the City to study. In the novel 'Sing to the Dawn', Dawan is offered 

a scholarship but she faces fierce opposition from her father and even her brother. She tries to 

ask her father nicely but even the mere mention that she has won the scholarship instead of 

her brother makes him very angry, and he storms out of the house. Dawan is disappointed but 

she has a strong resolve. When her grandmother suggests to visit Noi, who has been to the 

City, she is excited to do so, hoping that Noi will help persuade her father. Unfortunately, 

another disappointment awaits her as Noi and her husband are bent on discouraging Dawan 

from going to the City. They tell her of all the sadness and disappointments the City has to 

offer. There seems to be nothing good that can come out of Dawan going to the City. 

However, Dawan does not give up. She makes plans to visit the head monk in the village 

temple as she believes the monk can persuade her father since her father respects him very 

much. Despite all her efforts, the monk is not helpful, preferring to concentrate on spiritual 

matters and putting aside material acquisition. To him, getting an education is pointless, even 

more so for a girl. Again, Dawan is hurt and she almost gives up if not for the encouragement 

of her new-found friend, Bao, that she met in the village marketplace. To rub salt into the 

wound, her brother, Kwai. makes it very clear how bitter and disappointed that he did not get 

the scholarship and feels that he would benefit more from going to the City to study, so he 

could help their village. Dawan disagrees and insists on going. 

In the end, there are harsh words exchanged and resentment between the two siblings. 

Despite all the pain that Dawan has to experience, she finally docs achieve something. Her 

perseverance and sincerity is finally understood by her father and brother, and they give their 

reluctant blessings and permission to go. Truly for Dawan, if she had not gone through the 

pain, she would not have so much to gain. 
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Question 10  

Write about something negative that turned out to be good in the end.  

Briefly describe the incident or event and give reasons for your choice with close reference to 

the text.  

 

Something negative that turned out for the good in the end, I believe in the novel 'Sing to 

the Dawn" is how Dawan made her way to the City. Dawan faced many challenges even 

before she won the scholarship to go to the City to study. For one, she was a girl and the 

society in which she lived in. did not look too highly on a girl's capabilities and role in life. Like 

her, the women in the village, were not seen as important and often sidelined when decision-

making was needed. 

Dawan did the best she could and she was fortunate as she was allowed to go to school. 

But her opportunity to study was coming to an end as her father had said that it was the last 

year where he would pay for her school fees. Her brother, on the other hand, would get to 

continue schooling. This opportunity is Dawan's big opportunity to continue her studies. 

However, she faced opposition from all fronts. Her father, brother, Noi and even the temple 

monk were all against her going. She tackled each challenge that came her way with dignity, 

courage and confidence. She did not give up but tried to overcome each challenge. When her 

list of people to persuade her father to allow her to go to the City after winning the 

scholarship fell through, she pushed forward, looking for new ways. There was the time when 

she faced and argued with the monk about why she should be allowed to go and he almost 

shattered her hopes and dreams but with Bao's encouragement, she renewed her purpose to 

find ways to be allowed to go to the City. 

Finally, she just confronted her father with her sound arguments. Together with her 

brother's help, albeit reluctantly, she was able to persuade him to give his permission. The 

negative things Dawan experienced did indeed turn out to be for the good in the end. 
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Question 11  

Write about what you like or do not like about the setting in the novel you have read.  

With close reference to the text, explain why you like or do not like about the setting of the 

novel.  

 

I really like the setting in the novel 'Sing to the Dawn". The writer uses such rich 

descriptions that I could actually imagine the setting very vividly. The early morning setting in 

which Dawan and her family awake to is so vibrant and fresh. The 'shimmer of raindrops on 

smooth banana leaves' or the 'waves of after-night twined so gently around the slow swirls of 

before-dawn' creates a beautiful backdrop of where Dawan lives and how much she would 

miss this beautiful place when she left. 

Then there is the school setting which amplifies the poverty of the villagers and 

emphasises their lot in life, and how oppressed they are by the authorities that govern them. 

There are so many restrictions that even getting an education is a risky business. The writer of 

the novel also provides animated descriptions of the marketplace scene. There is such a 'busy-

ncss' of everything happening there but at the same time, as a reader. I can see that despite 

commerce occurring, there is poverty and a sense of injustice too. as seen in flowcrgirl like 

Bao, who is not only prejudiced because of her gender but also her lack of money. Yet when 

she is able to show kindness and generosity, it allows the reader to hope that humanity is still 

very much alive. 

The setting of the temple is also very helpful in developing the storyline and Dawan's 

character. The contrast of the temple surroundings and its pcacefulness is shown clearly when 

compared to the bustle of the marketplace. The descriptions that the writer provides using 

the senses of sight, touch and smell is very good. There is the 'polished' and 'warm' stone 

slabs of the courtyard, the 'dark' and 'hollow' interior and even the 'thinly fragrant smell of 

incense' . The reader is immediately pulled into the atmosphere creates for this temple setting 

and there is a sense of disconnection with the outside world. This idea is further displayed 

when the monk argues his points against Dawan's reasons to go to the City. To the monk, 

'Everything you need to know is right here (in the temple)'. As a reader, I can feel Dawan's 

growing frustrations, as if she docs not belong in that temple setting and that she will get 

nowhere with the monk. 

Those are the reasons why I like the settings in the novel. 
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Question 12  

 

Based on the novel that you have studied, write about the importance of relationships. Give 

reasons why the relationships are important.  

 

One important relationship in the novel 'Sing to the Dawn' is the relationship between 

siblings. The sibling relationship between Dawan, the main character in the novel, and her 

brother. Kwai, cover the whole continuum of sibling relationship. At the start of the novel, the 

reader can see how close Dawan is to her brother. They sneak off at dawn before the rest of 

the family awakes to head to their favourite spot on the old bridge to wait for the sunrise. This 

time together is spent doing things they enjoy such as enjoying nature, talking about their 

future, hopes and fears. There is a true sense of kinship, warmth and love. 

However, when a challenge comes into their lives, in the form of one winning a scholarship 

to study in the City, the other reacts negatively. Dawan wins the scholarship and Kwai is upset. 

He does not even stay to congratulate her but storms home on his own. He believes he should 

have got the scholarship as Dawan is a girl and does not understand the responsibility of using 

the opportunity to better the lives of their family and the villagers. This provokes Dawan into 

shouting at her brother and argues counter that she can do just as well as he can. A 'stony 

silence' descends between the siblings and there is a 'tinge of bitterness". The easy-going 

affection between the two siblings is now no longer evident. Deep down they still love each 

other. There are instances of Dawan wanting to give up the scholarship for her brother but 

she also realises that this is her opportunity to do something, to rise above her circumstances 

as a girl and a poor villager. 

In the end Kwai helps to persuade their father to allow Dawan to go to the City. He is even 

willing to let go his second position to another student if their father refuses to let Dawan go. 

There is still a deep sense of disappointment and regret in Kwai despite it all. as he does not 

see his sister of" when she leaves in the bus. His excuse is that she already has the whole 

village there to see her off. Dawan is extremely sad but their sibling relationship, their ties 

bound by their blood comes through and Dawan sees him waving at her from their favourite 

spot on the old arched bridge as he sings their favourite song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENGLISHVIBES.BLOGSPOT.COM                                    MOHANA RAM MURUGIAH 

 

Sing to the Dawn made simple………. 

 

Question 13  

Describe a conflict that occurs in the novel you have read. How does it affect one character in 

the novel?  

 

One conflict that Dawan, the main character in the novel 'Sing to the Dawn' experienced is 

whether to give up her scholarship to her brother or to accept it. Dawan is a normal girl who 

has the extra privilege of being able to go to school with her brother. Kwai. However, this 

good fortune will not last as it is her last year and her father has made it clear that he will no 

longer pay for her school fees. He, like many others in the village, believes that girls do not 

need to go to school. They are not as capable and able as their male counterparts. These girls 

are needed only to look after their families, get married, have families of their own and just 

support the men in their lives. 

However, good fortune smiles on Dawan as she wins a scholarship to go to the City to 

study. I Icr brother comes in second but there is only one scholarship available. When the 

news is announced. Kwai is bitter about it, believing himself the more deserving one, 

especially since lie is a boy. He does not think Dawan, even if she is intelligent and won the 

scholarship on merit, will be able to make the best opportunity of this chance and help change 

the lives of the villagers for the better. 

The conflict is great and Dawan feels as if she should give up her spot, so her brother can 

go. After all her father accuses her of taking away her brother's only chance. She is hurt and 

wonders whether it 'was right for her to assert herself' and to 'stand in Kwai's way'. She 

begins to doubt herself that maybe her father is right and Kwai will benefit more from going 

than she will. On the other hand, Dawan also feels a 'strong need to struggle for her rights'. 

She puts her mind to fighting and overcoming all the obstacles stand in her way. She does not 

give up. 

In the end, she becomes stronger, more mature and more resolute in her determination to 

be the best that she can be in the City so that she can really learn as much as she can to return 

and help her family and the villagers. 
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Question 14  
 
Write about an incident that is memorable and explain why it is an important lesson 
to you.  

 
In the novel Sing to the Dawn by Minfong Ho, I think I learned a memorable lesson from 

the character named Dawan. The novel is about the frustrations, hardships and political 

injustices of a village life in Southeast Asia. All these are dramatically revealed in the story of 

Dawan. a young Thai girl who seeks the opportunity to continue her education at a city high 

school. Dawan. however, must fight with her brother, Kwai, who also takes the test, and faces 

disapproval from their father who is convinced that city life and further studies are not for a 

girl. 

Dawan's determination to overcome obstacles and to prove herself that she is worthy of 

seeking the prize is an important experience for her. She is able to achieve success by winning 

the scholarship to study at the city school. Her father pressures her to give up the offer as she 

is a girl. He feels that a girl's place in society is in the kitchen or at home. 

The story also shows how Dawan, a timid girl, is determined to fight for her rights to study 

at the city, even though many people do not support her except Bao. In the end, Dawan gets 

her wish and the story ends when Dawan leaves the village. 

We could say the writer is able to limit sexism's growth quite a lot but this novel really 

gets our attention. Women's rights is one of the most powerful lesson in this novel. The issue 

of sexism and how we must make a change is the order of the day to make the world a fairer 

place. Gender inequality is a big problem and this novel is a good example of fighting for 

women's rights. People with strength of character like Dawan, will face their problems and 

overcome them. As such, she is one character from the novel that I learned a lot and 

respected the most.  

 


